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Open Letter

Asian NGOs Condemn the S. Korean Government on the Raid on NGOs’ Offices
Mr. Lee Myung-bak
President of the Republic 

1 Sejong-no, Jongno-gu 

Seoul 110-882 

Republic of Korea 

Fax: +822 700 0347, 770 0091 

Email: foreign@president.go.kr
cc. 
Mr. Kim Kyung Han, Minister, Ministry of Justice 

Mr. Ahn Kyong-Whan, Chairperson, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea 
Mdm. Louise Arbour, High Commissioner, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Mdm. Kyung-Hwa Kang, Deputy High Commissioner, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Ms. Magaret  Sekaggya, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the rights to freedom of opinion and expression 
Dear Mr. President 
We representing Asian non-governmental organisations express our deep condemnation of the series of crackdowns and physical violence to human rights defenders (HRDs) and organisations, which resulted in the injuries of 400 demonstrators, who have been calling for the end to the South Korea-US beef deal which will undermine food safety and public health. 

In a most recent event, a raid was made at the series of civic society offices, including at office of the People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD) yesterday, which is the secretariat of the People’s Conference against Mad Cow Disease and separately the office of the Korea Alliance of Progressive Movements (KAPM). The People’s Conference against Mad Cow Disease is a key network that has been critical of the South Korea-US beef deal which is believed to affect the economic and social rights of the people. It is also an umbrella network of 1,700 civic groups nationwide. 

About 50 police officials from the Metropolitan Police raided the office of PSPD situated in Tongin-dong at 6 am yesterday. Three computers, pickets, sandbags, flags, two fire extinguishers, and other protest equipments have been confiscated, while 22 computers from the KAPM’s office was confiscated. Mr. Hwang Soonwon, Mr. Ahn Jingeoul, and Ms. Yoon Hee-suk, the staff presented at the offices were also arrested.  

We feel that this direct threatening action to the work of the HRDs is a regressive move by the South Korean authorities. South Korea government needs to abide by the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which it ratifies. The ICCPR highlights that government has an obligation to protect the rights to freedom of expression, association, and assembly, these rights constitute as three basic rights.  
In the South Korea’s pledge to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), it mentions that “the promotion and protection of human rights is a priority in [South Korea] national as well as foreign policy goals”. South Korea must make sure that what is pledged and promised at the UN forum will be fully implemented in the ground. If not this will be an enormous contradictory to South Korea’s placement at the UN HRC which should be upholding human rights at its fullest, not violating basic rights of its citizens themselves.  
 

Sincerely yours, 


Yap Swee Seng, Acting Executive Director, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development 

